Energy Conversion and Management 76 (2013) 899-909

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/enconman

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect

Energy Conversion and Management

Energy
Conversion
£Management

A modeling and control approach to advanced nuclear power plants with

gas turbines

Gilinyaz Ablay ™

Electrical & Electronics Engineering Dept., Abdullah Giil University, 38039 Kayseri, Turkey

@ CrossMark

ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Article history:
Received 13 June 2013
Accepted 27 August 2013

Advanced nuclear power plants are currently being proposed with a number of various designs. However,
there is a lack of modeling and control strategies to deal with load following operations. This research
investigates a possible modeling approach and load following control strategy for gas turbine nuclear

power plants in order to provide an assessment way to the concept designs. A load frequency control
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strategy and average temperature control mechanism are studied to get load following nuclear power
plants. The suitability of the control strategies and concept designs are assessed through linear stability
analysis methods. Numerical results are presented on an advanced molten salt reactor concept as an
example nuclear power plant system to demonstrate the validity and effectiveness of the proposed mod-
eling and load following control strategies.
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1. Introduction

Several advanced reactor concepts are under development to
enhance the role of nuclear energy supply with manageable nucle-
ar waste, effective fuel utilization, increased environmental bene-
fits, competitive economics, recognized safety performance, and
secure nuclear energy systems and nuclear materials [1,2]. Six
most promising systems (Generation-4 reactors) have been se-
lected by the GIF for further study to deal with the above chal-
lenges and provide new products such as hydrogen |[3],
sustainability compared to renewable energy [4], reduced nuclear
wastes for disposal, and increased proliferation resistance: gas-
cooled fast reactor (GFR), very-high-temperature reactor (VHTR),
super-critical-water-cooled reactor (SCWR), sodium-cooled fast
reactor (SFR), lead-cooled fast reactor (LFR), and molten salt reac-
tor (MSR). Furthermore, small modular reactor (SMR) designs,
which are based on current advanced reactors and the Genera-
tion-4 reactor concepts, can be economically viable for the energy
needs of many countries in the world, for remote/isolated areas,
and for specific applications (e.g. water desalination or heat pro-
duction). The practicality and effective utilization of the above nu-
clear reactor concepts depend on sharing nuclear power with other
power sources on the same electricity grid, which necessitates load
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following capabilities or plant-wide automatic control generations
in nuclear power plants.

The goals for an effective plant-wide control system include
automated control, safe and smooth process operation, and high-
quality control in the face of disturbances. To achieve these goals,
nuclear power plants can have base-load or open-loop (no recycle)
and load-following or closed-loop (recycle) configurations. While
both configurations have their own advantages and disadvantages,
the modern design approaches are based on the closed-loop con-
figurations. The open-loop configuration means that the units are
arranged in series with no recycles so that the plant-wide control
problem can be effectively broken up into the control of each indi-
vidual unit operation. Since there is no feedback effects, the indi-
vidual unit operations govern the dynamic behavior of the plant
and the only path for disturbance propagation is linear along the
process [5]. On the other hand, in the closed-loop configurations,
the plant-wide control problem becomes much more complex be-
cause the presence of feedback significantly changes the dynamic
and steady-state behaviors of the plant. The main feedback effects
in a plant are described with overall time constant change and
snowball effect [5,6]. The overall time constant can be different
from the sum of the time constants of the individual units due to
possible positive feedbacks. The snowball effect means that a small
change in the plant input can produce a large change in plant out-
put due to propagation around the feedback loop. These properties
limit the control configurations in an integrated power plant.
Therefore, a plant-oriented approach that uses heuristic rules


http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.enconman.2013.08.048&domain=pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.enconman.2013.08.048
mailto:gunyaz.ablay@agu.edu.tr
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.enconman.2013.08.048
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/01968904
http://www.elsevier.com/locate/enconman

900 G. Ablay / Energy Conversion and Management 76 (2013) 899-909

based on plant understanding and experience is necessary for an
effective plant-wide control in nuclear power plants.

In power plants, the power supply and demand must be bal-
anced by either generation or load since transmission systems pro-
vide negligible energy storage [7]. The approaches for balancing
power supply and demand utilize the load frequency control to
provide inherent capability of load following. The current nuclear
reactor technologies have adequate regulation margin and re-
sponse capabilities for load following operations. The problem here
is that the thermal generation systems often have difficulty in fol-
lowing the load due to the slow response of the units [8]. Hence,
controlling dominant plant variables through local unit controllers
can provide a general solution. Simple control strategies are desir-
able for complex plants in order to deal with overall feedback
effects.

In the United States, nuclear power plants are mostly used as
base-load units, providing efficiency economically and technically.
However, an automatic load-following control mechanism to deal
with the daily variations of power demand is necessary for coun-
tries with high nuclear shares or desiring to considerably increase
carbon-free energy sources. For example, European Utility Require-
ments stipulate that reactors should be capable of daily load cycles
from 20% to 100% of rated power. Some power plants in France and
Germany have the capability to follow power changes in the range
of 30-100% rated power [9,10]. Load following control studies for
nuclear power plants have mostly been carried out in steam tur-
bines due to prevalence of pressurized and boiling water reactors
[10-20]. Recently, some studies have also been demonstrated for
dynamic modeling, control and transient analysis in gas turbine
nuclear plants [21-25]. Plant dynamics and control for super-light
water and super-fast reactors have been studied in [26], and safety
simulations in nuclear power systems based on computer codes
have been collected in [27]. More detailed and complete models
and control configurations have been provided for space nuclear
reactors in [28,29]. On the other hand, the modeling and control
studies of the gas turbine power systems have been given for
thermal power plants other than nuclear power plants, such as fos-
sil-fuel power plants. Many different types of gas turbines are cur-
rently in use in power systems worldwide [30-36]. In general, a
typical model of the gas turbine consists of load-frequency control,
temperature control and acceleration control loops [30]. The appli-
cability of these control approaches to nuclear power plants re-
quires a detailed study. Since there are no detailed nuclear plant
models and control studies that consider gas turbine nuclear
power plants, it is a significant necessity to develop control models
for evaluating stability and feasibility of load following control ap-
proaches. Moreover, overall response of the nuclear power plants
in terms of slow response of units and the snowball effect have
not been taken into account yet, but these limiting effects must
be studied for load following control systems.

The main purpose of the paper is to provide an overall plant-
wide modeling and control approach for advanced nuclear plant
plants with power generating gas turbines. Most of the modeling
approaches for nuclear plants in the literature are based on
mass-energy-momentum balances (mixture or two-fluid models)
and thus, they are rather complicated and need many assumptions
as well as calculations of many unmeasurable parameter values.
On the other hand, the modeling approach in this study is based
on lumped parameter models, i.e. first principles and physical laws
of dominant systems as well as input/output models, which are
simple and convenient to control, and simulation studies. Based
on the proposed modeling approach, a control strategy is provided
for a load following nuclear plant by considering temperature con-
trol of the reactor and load-frequency control of the turbine-gen-
erator systems. Simple and well-proven control strategies are
designed for the next generation nuclear plants and overall stabil-

ity analyses are provided for different plant-wide control
strategies.

The research paper is organized as follows: Section 2 provides
dynamic models for the nuclear plant systems. Sections 3 and 4
represent a plant-wide control design approach and numerical
simulation results, respectively. The conclusion of this research is
given in Section 5.

2. Dynamic modeling of nuclear power plants

State-of-the-art dynamic modeling of nuclear power plants re-
quires knowledge, approximations and realistic interpretations of
the dynamic behavior of its subsystems. The modeling approach
in this study is based on the lumped parameter models that in-
clude several assumptions, e.g. transients during close neighbor-
hood of critical reactivity, incompressible flow, constant mass
flow rates, constant heat capacity and heat transfer coefficients.
The dynamic models are to be developed based on the reference
nuclear power plant illustrated in Fig. 1, but the models would
be applicable to different nuclear reactor designs that may or
may not include secondary and tertiary loops. The nuclear power
plant is composed of a nuclear reactor, heat exchangers and power
conversion unit which utilizes closed-loop Brayton cycle as has
been proposed for most high-temperature reactors. The dynamic
models that are used to control and to simulate the nuclear power
plant under consideration are given in the following subsections.

2.1. Mathematical modeling of nuclear reactors

The nuclear reactor is modeled by coupling neutronics with
thermodynamics to capture the complexity of the physics of nucle-
ar reactors. The reference scheme for modeling a nuclear reactor is
given in Fig. 2. The nuclear reactor consists of neutronics and ther-
mal modeling, temperature controller, control rod drive mecha-
nism (governor) and hot/cold legs (in order to account for
dynamic characteristics of pipeline) models.

Neutron flux or reactor power is calculated from point reactor
kinetics equations (PRK) which assumes that the reactor transients
are analyzed during slightly subcritical or supercritical reactor
conditions.

dP(t) _ p(O) =B oy

= () + 3 4Gi(t)
dgt(t) B ’ ; W
it = AP~ 4G(0)

where P(t) is the reactor power (in watts), C{(t) is the ith precursor
or latent power (in Watts), p(t) is the reactivity (in Ak/k), B; is the
delayed neutron faction of the ith group, g is total precursor group
fraction = pq+... +Bs, A is the mean neutron generation time (in
seconds), /; is the decay constant for the ith precursor (in 1/s).

For fuel-circulating (e.g. MSR) reactors, the residence time of
the fuel outside the core should be included in the neutronics mod-
el. Then, the modified PRK equations for fuel-circulating reactors
(MSRs) are given by [37]

dP(t) _ p(t) - p S
3 = A PO+ ;LC:U) 2

dCi(t) = &P(t) — Alcl(t) — TlC,(t) + Tle”’“'”C,-(t — TI_)

c

dt A

where 7. is the transit time of the fuel salt through the core 7. = m./
m (in seconds), t; is the transit time of the fuel through external
loop t; = m;/m (in seconds), m is the total mass flow rate (in kg/s),
m is the total mass of the fuel in the primary loop (in kg). For the
precursor concentration dynamics (2), the third term in the
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Fig. 1. Simplified scheme of an advanced nuclear power plant concept. It should be noted that depending on reactor types, nuclear reactors can also have one-loop or two-

loop configurations.
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Fig. 2. A typical representation of nuclear reactor system and its average temperature control mechanism.

right-hand side accounts for the rate of delayed neutron precursors
flowing out of the core, and the fourth term in the right hand side
take into account the decay effects of the delayed neutron precur-
sors flowing into the core during the circulation in the primary loop.

As well-known, the PRK equations can be reduced to two first-
order differential equations via one group delayed neutron ap-
proach to ease calculations. This can be an option in numerical
simulations since reactivity feedback makes the PRK nonlinear.
The effects of temperature and density changes are primarily con-
cerns in reactivity feedback [38]. Due to the relationship between
density and temperature in fluids, the density variations can usu-
ally be expressed as a function of temperature, and thus a total
temperature reactivity feedback can be considered. Then, the time
dependency of reactivity p(t) in (1) and (2) can be written as a
function of external reactivity input, pex(t), and the total tempera-
ture feedback [38,39]

P(E) = Pexe (£) = (Toue —Tr) (3)

where T, is the reactor outlet temperature (in °C), T, is an
equilibrium reference temperature (in °C), « is the total tempera-
ture feedback coefficient (in 1/°C).

Under constant thermal properties and mass flow rate i1, Tyy(t)
can be found from

dTou
gt = kPO =7 (Touw = T)

Pth = mcp(Tuut - Tin)

(4)

where ky is the reciprocal of the reactor heat capacity ky=1/mccp,
1/ys is the mean time for heat transfer 1/yy=m/m, ¢, is the heat
capacity coefficient (in J/kg °C), Py, is the thermal power generated
by reactor (in watts), T, is the reactor inlet temperature (in °C).
The thermal power generated by the reactor (4) equals to the reac-
tor power described in (1) or (2) under steady-state conditions.

The hot leg and cold leg temperature model can be included in
the system modeling in order to handle the dynamic characteris-
tics of the pipeline system where fluid loses energy due to friction.
The dynamics of the pipeline together with control valves can act
as a variable resistance and a simple capacity, which results in time
delay in energy transfer systems [40]. The hot leg and cold leg
models can simply be expressed with the following first order dif-
ferential equations

e = (5)
where 1y and 7 are the time constants (in seconds) for hot leg and
cold leg temperature models, respectively.

Control rod governors (control rod drive mechanism) adjust the
position of the control rod banks in the reactor core to obtain smal-
ler incremental reactivity changes per step. While the reactivity
control mechanism can consist of nonconventional methods, such
as carbon reflector or shim gas, all types of reactivity control sys-
tems are addressed as control rod governors in this study. The con-
trol rod governor can simply be modeled with a first order
differential equation as

do
Tga:

where 1, is the time constant of the rod drive mechanism (about
several milliseconds), 0 is the governor output position and AV is
the governor input voltage. The output of control rod governor is
then converted into reactivity input pe by the integral rod worth
function [41] which is approximately given by
0 1 . (271
0)=pH)|-—==sin|{—
p(0) = ) (3 =5 5in (%) )
where 0 is the axial distance and H is the total reactor core height.
The average rod worth is used for control calculations in power

dT;
Thi —To + Tour Tcld_tl = _Ti + Tin

—0+ AV (6)

)



902

reactors due to critical reactor conditions, whereas in space reactors
the rod worth is the function of stepper motor position [28].

2.2. Modeling flow control systems

The coolant flow rate at the rated power is controlled through
reactor coolant pumps (or flow control valves). More specifically,
the total mass flow rate is computed and compared with a refer-
ence flow rate, and a flow controller is designed to manipulate
the flow control system [42,43]. The total mass flow of the coolant
through the reactor when operating at rated power is given by

P
M= AT ®)

where AT is the difference between the reactor outlet and inlet
temperature, and the flow rate has the units of cubic meter per hour
(m>3/h) or tons per hour. To adjust the speed of the mass flow rate,
electrical motor driven centrifugal pumps are commonly used in
nuclear power plants. As shown in Fig. 3, the pump curve provided
by the manufacturers shows the performance of pump, i.e. its head
(H), flow rate () and power (P). In pumping applications, variable
frequency (or speed) drives are efficient flow control methods, to-
gether with throttling and bypass methods.
The basic formulation of the pump models is given by [44]

27 dN(t)
607 dt
where N is the pump speed (in rpm), J is the pump moment of iner-
tia (in kg m?), M,, is the motor torque (in N m), M is the pump
(hydraulic) torque (in N m).

The torque-power relation is given by P = 2nNM/60, where P is
the power (in watts). The power characteristics of a pump are
determined from pump curve and the affinity laws [44]. The affin-
ity laws state that for a given pump, the flow rate varies directly as
the speed, the head varies as the square of the speed, and the re-
quired electrical power varies as the cube of the speed. That is,

(10)

=Mpn-M 9)

m=IkN, H=kN* P=kN

for some constant coefficients ki, k, and ks. For example, if speed
changes from Ny to N;, then required power change will be
P; = Po(N1/Ng)>.

2.3. Dynamic modeling of the heat exchangers

Heat exchangers (HEXs) in nuclear power plants are used as
auxiliary equipment which transfers heat from one fluid to an-
other. A schematic diagram and a temperature profile of HEXs
are shown in Fig. 4 in which a process fluid is heated on the tube
side (cold stream) of the HEX by circulating hot fluid in the shell
side (hot stream). The control approaches for HEXs are tempera-
ture control, cascade control, feedforward control and bypass con-
trol. The temperature control is the simplest approach, but the
bypass control provides the fastest response [45]. In nuclear power
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Fig. 4. A counterflow heat exchanger with a bypass control mechanism.

plants, the HEXs are used as process-to-process HEXs for heat
recovery within a process. The bypass control can provide a simple
and fast temperature control through cold stream bypassing as
shown in Fig. 4. The bypass control is cost effective and minimizes
the effects of exchanger dynamics in the loop so that the dynamic
behavior of the HEX can be ignored because the flow control re-
sponse is much faster than that of HEX [5,46].

Accurate models for HEXs contain partial differential equations
which are rather complicated. For control and simulation aims, the
low-order and well-approximated models can be obtained from
the transfer function and state space approaches with first order
differential equations mathematically [46]. A simple and approxi-
mately accurate HEX model with state-space representation is gi-
ven by [47]

dT .
My Cp2 7dt20 = MyCp2(T2i — T20) + UAT,
dT .
myCpy d_;o =My Cp1 (Th' — Tm) — UAT, (]1)
T _ (T1i — Tao) — (T1o — Tai)
" In((Tqi — Ta0)/(T1o — Tai))
and the steady-state thermal power balance is
Py, = C;UAT, (12)

where m;, m; are masses of the cold and hot streams (in kg), iy, i,
are flows of the hot and cold streams (in kg/s), cp1, cp2 are heat
capacities of cold and hot streams (in J/kg °C), U is the overall heat
transfer coefficient (in watts/m? °C), A is the heat transfer area (in
m?), Tyo, Ty; are final and initial temperatures of the hot stream
(in °C), Tao, T; are final and initial temperatures of the cold stream
(in °C), T, is the logarithmic mean temperature difference (in °C), C¢
is the correction factor (around 0.85-1 for most applications).

Head (m)
Power (kW)

Fluid IN

Flow Rate (m’/h)

Fig. 3. Reactor coolant-pump system and pump curve.
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In HEX model (11), the arithmetic mean temperature model can
also be used for facilitating numerical calculations and simulations,
which is given by [47]

1
Tn= 5((7'11‘ —Ta) 4+ (T1o — Tai)) (13)

For controlling HEX, a proportional plus integral (PI) control

(see Section 3) is usually adequate in most applications [5].

2.4. Dynamic modeling of gas turbine systems

In a gas turbine, stored energy of high temperature gas, origi-
nating from the nuclear reactor, is converted into mechanical en-
ergy, and then this mechanical energy is converted into electrical
energy by the generator. The modern turbine units are in the form
of tandem compound where all sections are on the same shaft with
a single generator and run at 1800 rpm. The turbine power is ad-
justed through the control valve. The turbine controller manipu-
lates the position of the control valves in order to control the
fluid flow to the turbine so that the power output from the turbine
is controlled. Fig 5 depicts the general structure of a gas turbine
unit.

The energy balance is achieved through the closed-loop Brayton
cycle with the temperature-entropy (T-s) diagram as displayed in
Fig. 6. In Fig. 6, process (1-2) represents isentropic compression
section, process (2-3) shows constant pressure heat addition sec-
tion, process (3-4) displays isentropic turbine expansion, process
(4-1) is for constant pressure heat rejection, and process (5-6) is
showed to explain regeneration action to increase overall effi-
ciency. The fluid is first compressed in an adiabatic process with
constant entropy within the compressor (process 1-2). Then, it is
heated with the power generated by the nuclear reactor which is
transferred over heat exchangers (process 2-3). Next, the heated
fluid is allowed to expand through the turbine (process 3-4). This
gas expansion drives the turbine blades and consequently the shaft
of the generator connected to it.

The ideal processes can be used to determine the compressor
and turbine irreversible adiabatic efficiencies [48] from Fig. 6 as
follows

7h25_h1~T25_T1
"=t —m ~T,-T,
7h3—h4~T3—T4
i s D (14)

=1 @=1)

Tos _ <&>*:£: (&)*:r
T, D1 T Ty \py B

where T is the absolute temperature (in K), h is the enthalpy (in k]/
kg), 1. is the compressor efficiency, #r is the turbine efficiency,
D2/P1 = D3/p4 is the cycle pressure ratio, y is the constant specific
heat ratio, and r is the isotropic temperature ratio.

In practice, since the compressor is operated in relatively con-
stant thermodynamic conditions, but the turbine operation condi-
tions change greatly, load and speed changes affect mostly the
turbine efficiency [30,49]. Assuming that the quantities in (14)
are constant, compressor and turbine outlet temperatures can be
found as

Generator

Rotor shaft

Fig. 5. A closed-loop Brayton cycle gas turbine system.

Fig. 6. The temperature-entropy (T-s) diagram of the Brayton cycle with ideal
components and regeneration.

r—1

Teo = (Tei + 273)( + 1) 273

¢ (15)

Tro = (Tr +273) (1 - m(l - %)) 273

where T.; is the compressor inlet temperature (in °C), T., is the
compressor outlet temperature (in °C), Tr; is the turbine inlet tem-
perature (in °C), T, is the turbine outlet temperature (in °C).

Here, the compressor inlet temperature T¢; is assumed to be
constant. By using (14) and (15), the overall power balance in the
Brayton cycle is modeled with the following equations

Pr = ’T’gcp,g(TT,i —Tro) (16)
Pc =mmgCpg(Tci — Teo)
where Pr is the power produced by the turbine (in watts), and Pc is
the power consumed by the compressor (in watts). The mass flow
rate and specific heat capacity of circulating gas in the power con-
version unit are mg and c,g respectively. From (16), the net
mechanical power output can be modeled as

dP,
Tp— = —Py + (Pr — P¢) (17)
dt
where P,, is the mechanical power (in watts) which drives the
generator rotor shaft, and 7, (in seconds) is the time constant for
turbine system. The steady-state mechanical power is equal to

Pm:PT*Pc

The synchronous generator unit converts the net mechanical
power received from turbine into electrical power. The generator
models are based on power balance and rotor speed of the gener-
ator. Naturally, any load changes in the power system result in
deviations in the power balance. Suppose that a small change in
load demand P; causes a small deviation in the system speed (or
frequency, f,). Then, the generator-load balance equation is given
by [50]

zf—OHdd—A{+DAf:Pm—PL (18)
where Af is the frequency deviation, Af=f— f, (in Hz), P, is the
change in demanded power (in megawatts), f, is the synchronous
(nominal) frequency (in Hz), H is the inertia constant, H/P, = J(27
£,)?[2P, (about 2 to 9's), J is the moment of inertia (in kg m?), D is
the load damping factor, D = P, /[f, (in megawatts per Hz). All types
of composite load experience a change in power consumption with
frequency so that speed measurement provides an efficient feed-
back control mechanism for power plants.
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3. Control system design

The typical gas turbine models consist of three control loops:
load frequency, temperature and accelerator controls [14]. The
main control loop during normal operating conditions is the load
frequency control. The other control loops, temperature and accel-
erator controls, are active in case of abnormal conditions. The
acceleration control is used in the startup regime, which is ignored
in this study. The reactivity input is limited with its predefined
maximum and minimum limits. A control mechanism for the gas
turbine nuclear reactors is illustrated in Fig. 7. The ‘low value se-
lect’ block is used to select different reactor power control signals,
e.g. power control and average temperature control. The load fre-
quency control is active during normal operating conditions, and
uses speed deviation as input for control. On the other hand, when
the temperature of the reactor exceeds the specified limit, the tem-
perature control takes action.

3.1. Load frequency control

The frequency specification is satisfied when the power balance
(18) is accomplished under steady state conditions. Any difference
in power balance is instantly responded by a change in frequency
(speed). The load frequency control is the main control mechanism
during normal operating conditions [14,21]. The speed deviation
between the measured and reference speed is the input of the
load-frequency control. A number of sophisticated load frequency
control methodologies have been studied in the literature [51].
Fig. 8 shows a typical load frequency control structure for power
plants. The controller consists of primary (proportional) and sec-
ondary (integral) control loops.

The primary control loop uses the speed droop, R (in Hz/MW),
which is proportional to generator output power. Speed droop is
a governor function which reduces the governor reference speed
as load increases [50]. The allowable speed range is 95-107% of
the rated speed [10,30] which means that the typical value of R
is around 4% of the nominal generator frequency in nuclear and
thermal power plants. The secondary control loop for load fre-
quency control can be designed as an integral control in order to
handle steady-state frequency tracking error. By considering these
controllers together, it is obvious that the load frequency controller
is a proportional plus integral (PI) controller as follows.

Ammzf%gmfmélmmt (19)

where K; is a constant integral control gain and R is the speed droop.
3.2. Temperature control

Temperature control is used in the gas turbine control
mechanism to limit gas turbine output temperature at a maximum

G. Ablay / Energy Conversion and Management 76 (2013) 899-909

temperature when reactor temperature exceeds a constant maxi-
mum value. When the load demand increases, due to the load
frequency control, the power output and, thus, the reactor temper-
ature will increase. If this temperature is higher than the
maximum rated reactor output temperature, the temperature con-
trol output will be lower than the load-frequency control output.
Hence, the temperature control action will take over the control
action.

Temperature control can also be designed as the PI controller
for a deviation between reference and measured temperatures.
The PI controller for the temperature control (which is represented
in Laplace domain in Fig. 9) is given by

t
Amn:mﬂo+m/emm
0
e(t) = Trer — Tay

(20)

where e(t) is the error between the reference temperature and
average reactor temperature, and K, and K; are the constant pro-
portional and integral control gains, respectively. The average tem-
perature is given by Tg, =(Tou + Tin)/2 for reactor inlet/outlet
temperatures.

3.3. Model linearization and stability analysis

The system models of nuclear power plant can be represented
with simple input/output models (transfer functions) for stability
analysis. By considering system models described in Section 2,
the simplified linear forms of these models are as follows. The
rod control governor defined in (6) has the following transfer
function

Ge(s) !

T4y 21)

The nuclear reactor model for one group critical reactor without
reactivity feedback is given by

_ S+ 4
T AS(s+ B/A)

This linear equation is an excellent approximation to reactor
modeling, but do not include reactivity feedback. Nuclear reactors
are inherently safe (stable) with reactivity feedback because they
must be designed to have negative reactivity feedback, but without
reactivity feedback the approximation (22) works for critical reac-
tors. The stream legs (hot/cold legs) can be expressed as

1
Gl =175

Gr(s) (22)

(23)

where 71, is the average time constant for legs. A good transfer func-
tion representation of HEXs is given by the first order plus dead
time (FOPDT) model which is commonly used to design its temper-
ature controller as follows,

. 1
predetermined temperature [14]. In a nuclear power plant control, Gu(s) = l—e*"S (24)
the temperature control is used to control the reactor output TS
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Fig. 7. A simplified illustration of the nuclear power plant and a load following control mechanism.
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Fig. 9. Average temperature control system.

where 1 is the time constant for HEX (around 5-120 s) and 0 is the
dead time (around 1-30s) [46]. The approximate values of param-
eters 7, and 0 can be determined through process reaction curve ap-
proach. The time delay term can be approximated to exp(—0s) ~ 1/
(1 + 6s) using Taylor series expansion. It should be noted that HEX
dynamics may be ignored when it has a bypass control mechanism
[5]. The turbine system can be expressed with

1

GT(S) = 1 + TS

(25)
where 7, (in seconds) is the time constant of turbine system. The
generator-load model (18) has the following transfer function

1
“D+2Hs

Now, stability of the control strategies can be analyzed with
well-known linear stability theorems. Two different load-following
control strategies are considered: load frequency control using
control rod and turbine governors.

Case 1: Load frequency control mechanism using control rod gover-
nor. By using the above linear models, the block diagram of load
frequency control mechanism can be obtained as illustrated in
Fig. 10.

In Fig. 10, the Gy(s) block represents all the series connected
transfer functions, i.e.

Gar(s) (26)

Gi(5) = Ga(5)Gr(5)GL(5)Gu (5)Gr (5) 27)
and the G.(s) block represents the load frequency controller, i.e.,
1 1
Gels) = —p—Kig (28)
The closed-loop power plant system can be written as
—GGL(S)

s) = Pi(s 29

R ARG MR 29)

Ap Py

E(s A
Gi(s) © 4

Gar(s)

Ge(s)

Fig. 10. A simplified closed-loop structure of a nuclear power plant.

While a positive feedback is seen in (29), the closed-loop sys-
tem actually has a negative feedback due to negative sign of the
controller Gs) (see Eq. (28)). The characteristic polynomial of
the closed-loop system is

1-Gi(5)Ge(s)Gar(s) =0 (30)

Substituting the system parameters into characteristic polyno-
mial, we get

s(As—i—ﬁ)Gc(s)ﬁ(l +155) —%(S—M) =0 (31)
j=1

J

For some appropriate parameter values in controller (28) and
the typical system parameters values, it can be shown that the
closed loop system is stable, i.e. real parts of the roots of character-
istic polynomial of (31) are negative. The steady-state error of the
controlled system can be determined from error function (see
Fig. 10) as

-1

S =1 memcan ¥ (32)
The steady-error is then
ey = ISILI(} SE(s)

—S(As + B)Ge(S)[T71 (1 + T;8) (33)

=lims 5 Pi(s)
520 S(As + B)Ge(S)[2 (1 +7s) — (s +4)/D

Due to PI controller G.(s) = —(s/R + K;)/s, for a step load change
Pi(s)=1/s, the steady-state error is es = Ki/(K;—1/BD). However,
the ramp load changes are only acceptable for nuclear power
plants due to safety concerns. For a ramp change P;(s) = 1/s?, the
steady-state error with PI controller is ess — co. Thus, the PI con-
troller is not appropriate for ramp load changes. On the other hand,
a P-controller with some steady-state error might be considered.

Case 2: Load frequency control mechanism using turbine governor.
From Fig. 10, the closed-loop power plant system can be written as

 Gals)
O e R EIAGI 6]

Py(s) (34)

where the controller G/s) is the same as (28), and the G;(s) block
has the following form
Gi(s) = Gr(s) (35)

The characteristic polynomial of the closed-loop system is
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1= Gr(5)Ge(5)Gar(s) = 0 (36)

Substituting the system parameters into characteristic polyno-
mial, we get

s(1 +7;s)(D + 2Hs) + K; + s/R =0 (37)

The Routh-Hurwitz criterion can be used to evaluate stability of
the closed-loop system. Since all the parameters, H, D, t,, R and K;,
are positive definite, the control system is stable for the following
values of the integral control gain

0<K1-<1+DR+21—H(1+R) (38)
t

The steady-error is then

e —1im s —S(1+ 7:5)(D + 2Hs) (s)
® 7 50 s(1+1,5)(D+2Hs) + K +s/R"*

(39)

For a step load change P;(s) = 1/s, the steady-state error is ess = 0.
For a ramp load change P,(s) = 1/s?, the steady-state error is es =
D/K;. The PI controller is necessary and adequate to deal with the
ramp load changes in nuclear plants. It should be noted that the
derivative control can also be included in the controller (i.e. con-
structing PID controller) to improve transient performance and a
better margin of stability for the closed-loop system.

It is possible to draw a comparison between the control strate-
gies given in Case 1 and Case 2. A direct load following control
through nuclear reactor (Case 1) includes dynamic responses of
all the series connected system, which results in a slow response
and small stability margin. On the other hand, a load following
control through turbine governor (Case 2) has a fast response
and large stability margin. For these reasons, it is concluded that
(i) a direct reactor based load following control for multiple coolant
loop plants results in low stability margin and high overall time
constant, and (ii) local unit controllers improve stability and over-
all time constant. The effectiveness of the load following control
using local controllers (Case 2) is illustrated in the following
application.

4. Simulation results

In this study, an MSR concept is utilized to realize control and
simulation of the advanced nuclear power plants. The MSR is one
of the most promising concepts since the experiments from the
molten salt breeder reactor (MSBR) in Oak Ridge National Labora-
tory and preliminary calculations of kinetic and dynamic charac-
teristics of the new MSR concepts show high level of
controllability and safety. Several MSR systems are being studied,
including the deep burn MSR [52], thorium MSR [53], small MSR
[54,55] and advanced high temperature MSR [56]. In an MSR, the
fuel is dissolved in fluoride or chloride salt coolants, which circu-
lates in the primary loop. The fuel temperature, fuel salt density,
fission product poisons and delayed neutrons are the main ele-
ments that dominate reactor dynamics of the MSR during opera-
tion. The MSR concepts have several attractive characteristics:
strongly negative Doppler feedback [57], negative expansion reac-
tivity feedback of molten fuel fluoride/chloride fuel [52,58], and
negligible xenon concentration level due to use of a sparging sys-
tem [57]. By utilizing these attractive features of the MSRs, an effi-
cient automatic load following control mechanism can be
developed.

The molten salt actinide recycler and transmuter (MOSART)
system [52] is selected as an example advanced nuclear power
plant to work with. One possible arrangement of the simplified
MOSART units is given in Fig. 1. The reactor core is designed to pro-
vide 2400 MW thermal power from transuranic burn-up. The fuel
salt is the combination of molten 15LiF-27BeF,-58NaF (in mole%)

Table 1

Basic parameters of the MOSART system [52].
Core diameter/height (m) 3.4/3.6
Thermal/electrical power (MW) 2400/1200
Core fuel salt mass flow rate, m (kg/s) 10,000
Core fuel salt mass, m (kg) 69,946
Fuel salt density, d (kg/m®) 2.140
Heat capacity of fuel salt, ¢, (J/kg/°C) 2.087
Core transit time, 7. (s) 7
Loop transit time, 7, (s) 3.94
Total temperature coefficient, o (pcm/°C) -3.86

and trifluorides of actinides. The secondary salt used to transfer
heat from primary loop to the secondary loop and to limit the tri-
tium release is NaF-NaBF,;. The power conversion unit for the
MOSART system has not been designed so far, but a closed-loop
Brayton cycle power conversion system is the natural solution.
For MATLAB/Simulink-based numerical simulations, the main
parameters of the MOSART concept are given in Table 1 [52]. The
delayed neutron precursor parameters of the MOSART concept
which are calculated and verified with MCNP5/MCNPX codes via
ENDF/B-V and ENDF/B-VI nuclear data libraries are given in
Table 2.

Fluid parameters for HEXs are given in Table 3. Although the
first HEX values are taken from [52], the intermediate loop HEX
and regenerator values are the results of mass and energy balances.

At steady state, Brayton cycle values are given in Table 4. It is
assumed that the pressure ratio and the specific heat ratio are con-
stant during simulation. For practical considerations, it is assumed
that the turbine, compressor and regenerator have efficiencies of
92%, 85% and 98%, respectively, in the determination of inlet and
outlet temperatures of the components through a conventional
thermodynamic cycle analysis. The overall thermal efficiency is
about 50% initially.

The parameters of control systems are determined through
MATLAB’s PID control tuning algorithm (based on frequency do-
main algorithm). The simulation results are given for the following
two cases: constant and variable mass flow rates. The current load
following operation regulations are based on European Utilities’
Requirements. The acceptable power fluctuating in nuclear plants
in response to load following is about +5%P;4. per minutes so that
power increase rate should not exceed this limit [59]. However, the
fossil-fuel power plants have a limit of up to 20%Pyqs. per minutes.
In the following simulations, the variations in the load demand and
reference mass flow rate have been selected faster than that of cur-
rent nuclear reactors in order to assess the performance of ad-
vanced reactors effectively.

Case 1: Constant mass flow rate. The numerical simulation results
are illustrated in Figs. 11 and 12. As seen in Fig. 11, the average
temperature control system brings the average reactor tempera-
ture to its reference temperature value 665 °C in a short time by
using control rod drive mechanism. The total reactivity margins
of the MSRs correspond to around 1000 pcm (or 0.01 Ak/k)

Table 2
Delayed neutron data.

Group Decay constant, Z; (1/s) BB Delayed fraction, f;
1 0.0128 0.0293 9.96e-5

2 0.0300 0.2507 8.52e—-4

3 0.1103 0.1725 5.87e—-4

4 0.3135 0.3832 1.30e-3

5 0.8634 0.1275 4.34e—-4

6 1.3503 0.0368 1.25e—-4

Total delayed neutron fraction, f: 3.40e-3

Neutron generation time, 1A (s): 8.3e-6
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Table 3
Fluid parameters in the heat exchangers.
Fluid parameters Fuel Secondary  Secondary Tertiary
salt salt helium helium
Fluid density, d (kg/m?) 2140 1750 178.5 178.5
Fluid mass flow rate, 10000 13858 4022 1652
(kg/s)
Fluid mass, m (kg) 39376 10850 187 187
Heat transfer coefficient, 167 167 167 167
UA (MW/°C)
Heat capacity of the fluid, 2087 1506 5189 5189
¢ (I/kg/°C)
Inlet temperature, T; (°C) 606 590 564 Table 4
Outlet temperature, T, 725 711 684 Table 4
(°Q)
Table 4

Steady-state Brayton cycle values.

Brayton cycle state points Temperature (°C)

1 Compressor inlet 30

2 Compressor outlet 84

3 Turbine inlet 684
4 Turbine outlet 570
5 Regenerator low pressure exit 90.5
6 Regenerator high pressure exit 564
Pressure ratio, p,/p; 1.58
Specific heat ratio, y 1.66
Cycle efficiency, #(%) 50%
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Fig. 11. Time responses for the average temperature control system, (a) reactivity
provided by the control rod system, (b) normalized reactor power and extracted
thermal power, (c¢) time response for average temperature.
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Fig. 12. Time responses for the load frequency control system, (a) load demand, (b)
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reactivity addition in more than some minutes. The reactivity input
is around 0.01 Ak/k margin as seen in Fig. 11a. Since mass flow rate
is constant, the reactivity, power and average temperature stays
constant after short transients. In Fig. 12, the response of the load
frequency control system is displayed. The load frequency control
is obtained through turbine regulator during load power demand
variations. The generator frequency is maintained around its refer-
ence value 60 Hz during load demand variations. Along ramp load
changes, the generator frequency has a constant but small steady-
state error as explained in Section 3.3. It can be observed that the
load demand variations do not have visible effects (transients) on
the average temperature control system. This can be explained
with the fast response of the local unit controllers and slow re-
sponse of the thermal systems (low pass filter properties of the
thermal systems).

Case 2: Variable mass flow rate. The numerical simulation results
are illustrated in Figs. 13-15. A reference mass flow rate of the pri-
mary loop is shown in Fig. 13. During the mass flow rate variations,
the average temperature control system keeps the average reactor
temperature around its reference value 665 °C through the control
reactivity with some small transients as seen in Fig. 14. The reac-
tivity input is around 0.01 Ak/k, which is compatible to MSR reac-
tivity input limitation. In Fig. 15, the response of the load frequency
control system is illustrated. Again, the generator frequency is
maintained around its reference value 60 Hz during load demand
variations. The variations in mass flow rate of the primary loop
do not have a visible transient effect on the load frequency control
system. This can again be explained with the fast response of the

11000
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0
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Fig. 13. Reference mass flow rate in the primary loop.
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local unit controllers and slow back-response of the thermal
systems.

5. Conclusion

Dynamic modeling and control problems of gas turbine nuclear
power plants are investigated. The study set out to determine the

effect of load following control strategies on the stability of ad-
vanced nuclear power plants. Load frequency control and temper-
ature control strategies for a load following nuclear power plant
are provided through simple dynamic models and well-proven
controller designs. The complexity of the plant design (i.e. number
of coolant loops) and the plant-wide control strategy (i.e. reactor-
centered control or local unit controllers) have significant effects
on stability and response time of the nuclear power plant. This
research has shown that the effect of the load following in the
pant-wide system control is twofold:

e Direct nuclear reactor-centered load following control for mul-
tiple coolant loops in the power plant results in low stability
margin and long overall time constant,

e Local unit controllers improve stability and overall time
constant.

Furthermore, the proposed modeling approach eliminates the
limitations of complicated mixed or two-fluid models and allows
us to design efficient control systems and to provide appropriate
stability analysis. Since many components of power plants are sim-
ilar, the proposed modeling and control approaches are applicable
to various nuclear power plants, research reactors and space nucle-
ar reactors with some minor modifications. The research might be
extended to the model verification and validation using benchmark
tests and to the interconnected power systems.
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